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Not being i n the m i n i s t e r i a l l i n e of succession of 
c o l l e g e p r e s i d e n t s , I have ventured witir h e s i t a t i o n to take a t e x t 
f o r my b r i e f remarks. Put, having ventured so f a r , I am impelled 
to take some l i b e r t i e s w i t h the te x t s and, moreover, tc take two 
tex t s i n s t e a d of one. F i n a J l y , I have ventured to t u r n both texts 
upside down. The texts are: "Works without f a i t h are dead" and 
"While there's hope there i s l i f e " . 
In the year 1910 I graduated, as I thought, f o r the 
l a s t time. I had graduated from grade school, h i g h school, 
u n i v e r s i t y and law sc h o o l . I had four sheepskins, one of which 
s a i d t h a t I was an A.P., one an LL. P., a t h i r d that I was e n t i t l e d 
to be a lawyer, and a f o u r t h that I was a Notary P u b l i c . I had 
accumulated a l i t t l e store of book l e a r n i n g and a much smaller s t o r e 
of knowledge of the world, but wi t h what knowledge I had I faced 
the world with confidence. Why indeed should I not have had 
confidence? This world was a square and s o l i d p l a c e . I t had w e l l 
d e f i n e d paths. I had been taught those paths. I knew the landmarks 
and the way to get there. Geography was a f i x e d and d e f i n i t e 
s u b j e c t , the world had a l l been discovered, boundary l i n e s had been 
drawn and, except perhaps f o r small and i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l changes 
which might occur, things were l i k e l y to remain as they were. 
In the realm of government we thought we had the answer, 
democracy was the answer and i f , perchance, a few co u n t r i e s had 
not accepted i t , time wculd take care of that and things would f a l l 
i n t o t h e i r proper p l a c e s . In the realm 01' economics we had the 
answer. P r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e and f r e e competition were the s t r a i g h t 
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highways to p r o s p e r i t y and those highways were marked by the common 
law, a triumph of human wisdom. For those who followed these paths 
success was assured. Hard work, i n t e g r i t y (reasonable i n t e g r i t y ) 
alone were necessary. 
A l l of t h i s had the sanction of r e l i g i o n . This was indeed 
the way and paths were s t r a i g h t . 
The year 1J10 was thus a year of c e r t a i n t y . Now i n the 
year 19I4.O when you are graduating, w i t h perhaps fewer sheepskins, 
but more knowledge of the world, I venture to ask you: "Have you 
a confidence to match my confidence of t h i r t y years ago?" 
Geography has now become a Jigsaw puzzle w i t h pieces 
missing. Cartographers have even ceased t o make maps u n t i l the world 
s h a l l s e t t l e down. Government i s no longer the assured abiding place 
of democracy. Democracy I t s e l f i s pressed f o r i t s l i f e at t h i s very 
hour. In the realm of economics the theory of p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e i s 
being croY/ded ever more c l o s e l y by c o l l e c t i v i s m and i n the realm of 
law the center of g r a v i t y has s h i f t e d u n t i l t h i s i s no longer so 
much a government of laws as a government of men. 
Do you know the way to success? Somehow I t seems to me 
that knowledge f o r a l l i t s growth and complexity i s f a i l i n g us. 
We have l o s t our way. 
We of my generation with supreme confidence based our l i v e s 
on knowledge. The processes of education would spread knowledge 
through the n a t i o n . Science would press back the f r o n t i e r s of 
Ignorance and y i e l d us new wisdom and new powers; knowledge was the 
password to a b e t t e r l i f e ; i t would e s t a b l i s h democracy and, i f 
there were an;/ remaining i l l s i t would cure them. I t would provide 
us w i t h ever-mounting standards of l i v i n g . 
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Firm In our b e l i e f , vast sums were appropriated f o r 
education and an army of t r a i n e d people served I t s mighty cause. 
In i t s lower reaches and to a l a r g e extent i n the higher cnes as 
w e l l I t has been made f r e e to a l l . Science has become the Aladdin's 
lamp which has d i s p e l l e d £he mysteries of nature ana provided myriads 
of things undreamed of i n 1910• 
Yet the year I9I4-O I s , I f e a r , f o r many of us a year of 
doubt, of u n c e r t a i n t y . Many of us have become i n d i v i d u a l l y h e l p l e s s , 
some of us hopeless, and t h i s u n c e r t a i n t y i s r e f l e c t i n g i t s e l f i n 
our t h i n k i n g and i n our d a i l y l i v e s . In the realm of business, to 
be on your own seems no longer a g o a l worth s t r i v i n g f o r . ^ven i n 
the p r o f e s s i o n s , the l a s t stronghold of i n d i v i d u a l i s m , to hang out 
your own s h i n g l e no longer seems to be thought a p o s s i b i l i t y . The 
goal i s now a p a y r o l l w i t h r e l i a n c e upon the company, or upon the 
government, or upon some extraneous f o r c e which w i l l take care of 
us r a t h e r than upon our own i n i t i a t i v e , we have succumbed to 
s t a t i s t i c s . We accept the domination of the law of averages. A 
c u l t of s e n i l i t y has sprung up whose members b e l i e v e that America 
i s o l d , that there i s no chance f o r the young to r i s e , no use wasting 
the days of t h e i r youth i n work. We are u n w i l l i n g to p l a n , to r i s k 
and to endure because, f o r s o o t h , we cannot see the end of the way. 
A l l t h i s , i t seems to me, presents a challenge to c o l l e g e 
people which they dare not i g n o r e . Are we aB c o l l e g e people 
s a t i s f i e d to f i n d an u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d niche i n some c o l l e c t l v i a t 
regime, to accept without a s t r u g g l e a standard of l i v i n g assigned 
to us as a group; to forego the adventure of business on our own? 
To which you answer: "No, we are not s a t i s f i e d , but how s h a l l we 
know the way?" Knowledge alone does not show the way. Knowledge 
alone cannot give the answer. We are t o l d that our years of growth 
are over, that the f r o n t i e r i s past, that competition i s becoming 
keener, that regimentation Is upon us and taxes take our p r o f i t s . 
A l l these arguments I know and I could produce counter arguments 
which!1! b e l i e v e would be as p l a u s i b l e ; but I am persuaded that the 
question i s not to be s e t t l e d by argument and that the answer does 
not l i e In knowledge. 
The answer, i n my t h i n k i n g , l i e s In f a i t h . Knowledge Is 
a t o o l , an Indispensable t o o l , but alone In our hands, I t i s Inert 
and dead. Infused w i t h f a i t h , knowledge becomes I r r e s i s t i b l e , but 
without f a i t h I t i s only p o t e n t i a l power. 
In my mind, our greatest need as c o l l e g e people i s a new 
baptism of f a i t h , a d e s i r e toward which we s t r i v e when we cannot 
see the way, a w i l l to struggle through the night although we cannot 
see the dawn. " F a i t h i s the substance of things hoped f o r , the 
evidence of things not seen." 
No one, I dare say, has ever achieved greatness through 
knowledge alone, not looses, nor Copernicus, ncr °olumbus, nor Edison, 
nor H i t l e r . Yfaatever we th i n k of H i t l e r , unless we can match h i s 
f a i t h , we may w e l l look w i t h apprehension to the f u t u r e of our 
democracies. I t I s f a i t h which unlooses our l a t e n t powers, sparks 
our knowledge and makes I t i r r e s i s t i b l e . 
F a i t h and f a i t h alone w i l l keep us a l e r t , i n continuous 
preparation f o r the o p p o r t u n i t i e s to come. When Abraham L i n c o l n 
s a i d : "I w i l l study and prepare myself and some day my chance w i l l 
come", he could not see the day, but the day d i d come and the measure 
of h i s great a b i l i t y was h i s ca p a c i t y f o r continued growth, growth 
notivated by f a i t h . Through such s t i m u l a t i o n of our i n d i v i d u a l 
e f f o r t s we may f i n d the o p p o r t u n i t i e s which today we cannot see. 
That " t i d e i n the a f f a i r s of men which taken at i t s f l o o d leads on 
o fortune" had often been r e f e r r e d to as a t i d e which comes but 
nee. N a t u r a l h i s t o r y t e l l s us that t i d e s come every day, but they 
ome at a d i f f e r e n t hour every day and f a i t h can make us ready to 
ake advantage of them when they do come. 
Opportunities r i s e a l l about us. F a i t h w i l l help us to 
uncover them, to e x p l o i t them, and t o s e i z e them as they come w i t h i n 
our reach. The only time we r e a l l y grow to greatness i s when we 
undertake tasks that are too b i g f o r us. I f wit h f a i t h we attempt 
things that are bigger than ourselves, somehow we f i n d the st r e n g t h 
to Improve o p p o r t u n i t i e s which without f a i t h would pass forever 
beyond us. 
As f a i t h i s the key word f o r the i n d i v i d u a l , so f a i t h Is 
the key word f o r the Commonwealth. Without I t we s h a l l not have 
the leadership to perpetuate our c i v i l i z a t i o n f o r the f u t u r e . 
College people must be r e l i e d upon I n c r e a s i n g l y to provide that 
leadership and wit h f a i t h I am sure they can do i t . our s o c i e t y can 
succeed only i f I t has w i t h i n i t i n d i v i d u a l s who are capable of 
success and that c a p a b i l i t y depends upon t h e i r f a i t h . 
You ask me, " F a i t h In what?" And I say to you, f a i t h i n 
yourselves, f a i t h i n I n d i v i d u a l e f f o r t , f a i t h i n America, In fre e 
thought, In fre e speech, In f r e e e n t e r p r i s e , f a i t h In Providence 
which w i l l not l e t humanity regenerate i n t o a pack, f a i t h In i*od, 
that God who s a i d to the Prophet Eacekiel c e n t u r i e s ago: "Son of 
man, stand upon thy f e e t and I w i l l speak unto thee." 
